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[bookmark: _GoBack]I come to you in the name of our loving, life-giving, liberating God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

There seems to be a disconnect between our readings and the focus of this Sunday. 

This is Christ the King Sunday. The Sunday where we specifically acknowledge Jesus as the redeemer and lord of all creation. Jesus, the heaven sent earthly person who defeated Satan. The one who came and taught us about how we are to love our neighbor, love like he loved, love even our enemies. He is who we acknowledge as our King. 

So you would think we would hear something like a resurrection story….that is the ultimate victory. Death is overcome. The evil one loses all power. Isn’t that what Kings do – defeat the bad guys and liberate the people? 

Or we could have heard the story about the ascension that certainly reveals Jesus divine glory. 

Or better yet a reading from the Book of Revelation where Jesus is sitting on the throne with the Father where we could imagine what the heavenly courts look like, where we could get an idea of where it is we are headed. A perfect place filled with just peace. No more sorrow. No more pain.

These readings would make this Sunday have a much more royal tone and fit with the hymns appointed for today. “Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne”

Instead we hear about Jesus being mocked as he hangs from the cross. 

How does our reading from Luke fit with the focus of Christ being our Lord and King? Hanging from a cross being mocked is not a career highlight. What are we to learn and apply to our lives?

The first and most obvious lesson is about sacrifice. Jesus, our king, was not called to earthly glory and comforts. Jesus could have saved himself, but that was not Jesus’ role in God’s plan. But before Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice on the cross for all of us, he provides us with an example of a sacrificial life. 

His life shows us how we are to place more value on people than on money and goods. That means we need to be willing to make sacrifices to care for each other. And there are no qualifiers on the other we are to care for. It doesn’t matter if they are born here, or recently arrived here. It doesn’t matter if they look like us, or act like us, or even worship like us. We are called to care for each other, no exceptions. Modeling Christ we are also called to seek the common good, not individualism. Each of us has a role in God’s plan. To ensure we are fulfilling that role, we should ask ourselves “Is what I am doing building up the kingdom?” “Does what I am doing convey the gospel?” “Am I respecting the dignity of every human being?” If the answer to any of these three questions “no”, then whatever we are doing as an individual, as a community, as a country is sin.

If we work to build up the kingdom and share the gospel and respect the dignity of every human being, we will have to stand against a lot of cultural norms and political agendas. We will be ridiculed for Jesus’ sake, but Jesus told us that would happen.

Our second lesson is about looking beyond appearances and seeking the divine. The priests, who represent religious authority, the Roman soldiers, who represent the political power structure, even one of the criminals, who represents the cynical hopeless, only see a tragic crucifixion happening. 
None of these three look beyond the prima fascia. They see Jesus being humiliated. Because Jesus does not do the miraculous event they expect or want, they see him as a failure too. The mockers think his message is false and Jesus is con artist that is getting his due. None of them wanted to believe that God can and will work through the worst, most degrading, and horrible circumstances humanity can create to bring about good, to achieve the ultimate victory. We need to remember this as we watch events unfold, and ask ourselves “where is Jesus in the midst of all the things that happen in our world especially tragedy?” Because Jesus is there. The miracle, the life transforming event may not be what you think or expect it to be, but that doesn’t mean it hasn’t happened.

And our third and last lesson for this morning is about respect. We must look beyond outward appearances and see Jesus in everyone we meet. When we make fun of, or bully, or disparage anyone, we are being just like the priests, soldiers and the criminal who mock Jesus. Often times it is easy to point out racism, or sexism, or ageism, as they are flagrant mocking of the Christ in people. But when we gossip or bad mouth we are mocking Jesus just the same. 

Living sacrificially, looking beyond appearances and treating each other with dignity and respect are how we truly honor and claim Christ as our king. Amen.


