Epiphany Observed Mt 2:1-12		The Reverend Roger Hungerford

[bookmark: _GoBack]Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

The Holy Spirit touched the Magi with a calling to find and honor the savior of the world, the Messiah. They responded to that calling by traveling from their homelands. Their trek should amaze and inspire us, because we have a lot in common with the Magi. Just like them, at some point in our lives our hearts were stirred by the Holy Spirit and so we started seeking the Messiah. 

The Magi scoured religious documents and scripture for prophesy. 

We read and pondered on scripture listening for God to speaking to us. 

They looked to the stars seeking a sign from heaven and saw a star.  

We observe events in our world for the signs that directed our feet on the path leading us to Jesus. 

And like the Magi we have come from a great distance, not in actual miles, but we have all covered a great spiritual distance.  We have traveled the great and arduous route from places of unbelief and doubt to end up where we believe. We have climbed over the mountain of a culture that puts little credence in faith, and through the valleys of personal tragedy and pain to end up here, because at some point we saw our star, our point of light that beckoned us to come. We committed ourselves to our journey.  Every time we come to worship we retrace our route taking the most important final steps to have our epiphany, our encounter with God. The most important steps happen when we stand up and come forward to take part in our heavenly feast. The most telling action is when we reach out and received the host and the cup. We then are the Magi. Just like the Magi we bring a gift to offer the Lord. Each of us bring something far more valuable than gold, or frankincense or myrrh. We bring up your souls and bodies and offering them to Christ. Christ opens, but does not keep our gift. He returns the gift of our life back to us in communion with him with the charge that we are to use our life to be the good news and make the kingdom more real here in our community.
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