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Love is a very complicated thing. The Greeks had several words for the different meanings of our word love but even this does not explain it. 
When I was small, I really didn’t think that love and discipline went together. I thought that love was all warm and fuzzy. I knew my parents loved me but when things got strict I did not get that loving feeling. That feeling came when I was held and hugged. Then when I became an adult, things changed especially when we had children. Love came to have a different level of meaning. It included the warm and fuzzy but it was so much more. Correcting children wasn’t fun but it included more love than I had thought as a kid. The love of a parent includes teaching and caring for, and disciplining, and letting the children learn how to deal with society. It has to do with letting them grow up and being able to cope with life. It includes worrying about them when they are away from you especially when they are teenagers. It is a love worth dying for and it doesn’t stop when they grow up and move out on their own. It is an enduring love that is special. 
When our gospel talks about loving our enemies, Jesus is not talking about loving someone with the abandon we have for our nearest and best. Falling in love sometimes just happens and we can’t do anything about it. It is part of our emotions. The love Jesus is talking about here is a conscience decision. It is loving our enemies deciding that we want the best for this person no matter what. It comes when Jesus helps us overcome our tendency to anger and our bitterness for that person. It comes when we can wish the best for that person.  
The loving our enemies that Jesus is talking is a Christian thing. And can only be achieved with God’s help. If we truly pray for a person, it changes our relationship with that person. It doesn’t necessarily change the person you pray for but it is meant to change us. It is meant to free us from the bad things that happen to us when we refuse to forgive and we nurturer our anger. This is a new dimension for us that deepens our relationship with God and removes things that keep us distant from God.
That’s why Jesus tells us to be perfect.  I understand most of the directives listed in today’s readings, even though they are hard to do. But the perfect part always baffled me. “be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Anyone who knows me knows I am not perfect. So it seems impossible. 
Bp Parsons once told me that the answer comes in the Greek text. In this passage, there are two Greek usages for the English word “perfect.” It’s the difference between the word being a verb or an adjective. The part about God being perfect means no blemish, complete, or finished. The other part about us being perfect is talking about a process. We are in the process of becoming perfected, a work in progress. We are being molded into mature, grown up, and morally correct Christian people. Being perfect is part of our journey to be the person that God wants us to be. It is us growing closer to God. 
1st Peter tells us that since we are citizens of heaven, we are no longer citizens of the world and we are here to do the job that we have been given. And when we finish that job, we will be able to go home. Jesus is telling us what our home is really like. He is describing a place that is better than the one we are in. He is telling us to get used to living like we will live in heaven. Being perfect is the process of us going home. 
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