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I come to you …

Fishing is a key element in today’s gospel reading. I am enamored with fishing. For Christmas, Liz gave me a seven foot medium action rod that I have married with my favorite level wind reel, a reel that was given to me by one of my best friends probably 20 years ago. This rod and reel are sentimentally special and it is a symbol of hope.

Our reading also gives me an opportunity to point out how fishing, in its purest sense, develops all the traits that disciples need.  

Those in this room who are true fishermen know what I mean. It is an all year round endeavor. If you can’t go fishing, you prepare for fishing. Crogerts, Basspro Shops, Cabela’s are places where fishermen go just to hang out - to walk up and down the aisles to just dream. Fishermen actually like to watch fishing on TV. A lot of people would suggest that golf on TV is boring, but fishing shows are the TV shows golf watchers call boring. 

People who are not into fishing just wonder why. They may look at it as mechanical, just a series of repetitive movements, or sitting for long periods of time waiting – both can seem to be the epitome of boring.

But for fishermen there is a charm to fishing. The charm is that it is “the pursuit of something elusive but attainable, a perpetual series of occasions for hope.”[footnoteRef:1] There is always hope. Fishermen can return home empty handed, and they will still want to go out and try again.  [1:  Quote from John Buchan, author of The 39 Steps and Governor General of Canada from 1935 to 1940. ] 


Fishermen also are explorers – around the bend, just off that point, over the horizon they know fish are there. Going out beyond the horizon, beyond sight of land, beyond the known and the safe is intimidating for some, but not for fishermen.

And of course fish are a good food, so this source of hope is also a source of sustenance and in some cases even income. 

Even if fishing is your job like it was for Simon, Andrew, James and John, it is also your obsession. Fishermen are committed.  

Simon and Andrew were casting their nets into the sea, maybe catching bait they would need, or maybe just practicing for when they were out to sea. Practice makes perfect. Right?  

James and John were mending their nets. They were making things ready. You never know when an impromptu fishing opportunity may happen. I have my fishing tackle bagged and my poles in a portable carrier ready to go. Fishermen know that God provides the fish. They are out there. This reinforces how we must always be ready and that God will provide both with the equipment or the fish – sometimes through others, sometime through creation.

I pray you now realize why Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James and John. Jesus knew they were committed. They saw hope in simple things. They held on to hope even when things weren’t going well. They were adventurous explorers. They practiced believing they could get better. They were always ready and they knew that God always provides. 

All the characteristics a disciples needs. All the characteristics we need. 

 Jesus didn’t initially look for a questioner, or a zealot, or a tax collector for his initial disciples. Jesus knew he needed them too, but those would come later. Jesus started by looking for the hopefully dedicated. Jesus needed those who would be open the power of the Holy Spirit. That is why he walked along the banks of the Sea of Galilee and called fishermen. 

The Holy Spirit touched their hearts and they immediately knew they were being called to join something bigger than fishing, something radically hopeful for humanity, so they immediately left their nets and followed Jesus.

All those traits hope, commitment, adventurousness, and readiness found in Simon, Andrew, James and John are in a lot of us here in this room even though we are not all fishermen. There are a lot people in this room that are brimful with those traits especially hope, hope that goes beyond common sense. Hope that sees opportunity in the worst events. 

Hope is the key element that the Holy Spirit uses to do incredible things. I pray that each of us takes time to ponder on how we follow in the footsteps of Simon, Andrew, James and John and embrace their hope and dedication. That kind of hope and dedication will lead us to do incredible things this year. 
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