Commemoration of St Bartholomew		The Reverend Roger Hungerford

Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen

This morning we remember and honor one of the vaguely known apostles St Bartholomew. He is only mentioned in the passages that name the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus to be part of his inner circle and as one of the witnesses to the Ascension.  

While not specifically cited in any events in scripture we can deduce certain things about Bartholomew. First he must have been a very devout Jew. He would have been familiar with scripture and avidly seeking the messiah. His eyes and heart would have been open to hearing Jesus calling which resulted in his immediately dropping everything and following him. This shows how deeply he believed. Additionally, we know Jesus knew Bartholomew’s heart and knew he would be dedicated and loyal to Jesus’ earthly ministry, and then would be an excellent and fearless evangelists proclaiming the good news after the resurrection. We know Bartholomew was very dedicated because he gave up his livelihood and followed Jesus throughout his sojourns. We know he witnessed a lot of the signs and wonders performed by Jesus, learned the lessons taught by our Lord and then went out as a member of the teams that taught and healed as directed by Jesus. We know he was called to be the steady, dedicated, persistent leader needed to help the fledgling church flourish. 

According to the entry for St Bartholomew in “Holy Women, Holy Men,” he probably authored a document chronicling Jesus’ ministry that was known to two men who shaped our religion, Jerome and Bede. Unfortunately Bartholomew’s work has been lost in the vacuum of history. There is also an anecdotal tradition that after Jesus’ glorious resurrection, Bartholomew took to heart Jesus’ mandate to share the good news and travelled north and east to what is now the area spanning Turkey to India. Supposedly, Bartholomew was flayed alive because he was viewed as a threat to society due to his evangelism. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For us Bartholomew serves as an example of one who works hard without much notice yet is a model of devotion, dedication, loyalty and fearlessness – traits we should nurture. Amen.
