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I come to you in the name of our loving, life-giving, liberating God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Welcome, welcome, welcome to big change Sunday. This is a Sunday of possibility and opportunity and excitement. Yet for some of us this may be an uncomfortable Sunday.

Our walk with Christ over the entirety of our lives is about big transformations. Technically we call this sanctification which is the process where we fall deeper in love with Christ, and where we become more and more like him in what we do. 

But we have a lot of choice in how big our transformation and sanctification are. 

God the creator of the universe, the one who loved us so much he came to us in the form of Jesus Christ to experience our full humanness and lead us home, blessed us free will so we get to choose how much we want to be changed. We get to choose our sanctification level.

Our change, our sanctification involves both sacrifice and God’s grace filled reward. We need to understand that sanctification takes effort and dedication on our part. Our walk with Christ is long so it will take endurance too. 

This morning Elisha gives us a clear example of dedication and endurance. Everyone knew a big change was coming, that Elijah’s time was coming to an end. Elisha knew. He had a choice to make. Using his free will he chose to walk with Elijah to the very end. 

And it was a long, hard walk. Elijah and Elisha walked at least 25 miles and probably more like 45 miles in one day. 25 miles is the distance from Gigal to Bethel to Jericho and to the Jordan as the crow flies. 45 miles accounts for twists and turns of walking the terrain.

Either number would be an exhausting day’s walk. Elisha is offered four opportunities to quit – no regrets, but there would have been a loss. Elisha chooses to stick with Elijah to the very end. When God knows Elisha, of his own free will, has chosen dedication and God knows he will endure, then, and only then, does God stir Elijah’s heart to ask what he can do for Elisha before he is taken. Then, and only then, is the mantle turned over to Elisha.

Can you imagine the heart pounding excitement and joy found in that moment? 

Peter, James and John also give us examples of dedication. Jesus asks them to go mountain climbing. This climb is much harder than the Brady Street hill we hear about during the Bix. So Peter, James and John don’t have to endure long trek like Elisha, yet they still had to expend a lot of energy to stick with Jesus. They could have said “no I think I’ll wait right here with the others,” but they didn’t. They freely chose to climb the mountain with Jesus. And God saw their dedication and revealed to them, in no uncertain terms, Jesus’ true nature. 

Can you imagine the awe and wonder found in that moment? 

Jesus now invites us to choose to walk further with him. Lent is about dedication and endurance. Lent is about choosing and following. 

This Wednesday we enter into Lent. This is one of the biggest and most abrupt changes we experience during the church year. We go from the gushing, raucous joy of Epiphany to the quiet enduring of Lent. Lent is the time of year we set aside to ponder on our transformation. During Lent we get to look back and consider where we have grown and where we have stumbled. We should take time to give thanks and to repent and turn in a new direction. 

We also get to look forward and ask ourselves how much do we want to change? How far and how long do we want to walk with Jesus? 

For Lent we change our liturgy in a way that we notice the abrupt seasonal change. This change is more than going to Rite One - more than going from modern language to using thee’s and thou’s. We will use the penitential rite. 

We will also change our music. Most of our Lenten hymns will make us a little uncomfortable. 

We will even change how we pass the peace to a much more subdued version. Our service will feel austere. 

All this is not meant to bring us down. All of this is meant to be an invitation to change, but this change will require dedication and endurance. We demonstrate our dedication and endurance during Lent. 

Using your free will you can choose how much you wish to change. You can even choose to resist the change. You can choose to take the easier path and not go the distance or climb the mountain. You can choose to do the minimum or nothing at all. 

You may reap some peace and happiness found in consistency and routine. However, if you make one of these choices you will never be privy to feeling the awesome joy like seeing God’s chariot sweep down, or see any transfiguration. 

I pray each of us makes the choice to immerse ourselves in Lenten activities. I pray we choose dedication and endurance. If you make this choice, I guarantee you will reap the immense joy found in the resurrection. 
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