Independence Day 		The Reverend Roger Hungerford

Lord we ask that you open our eyes to see where there is need, touch our hearts to respond to those needs, and then use us as instruments of your peace. Amen

The first Europeans arriving on the shores of this continent came because they were escaping oppression and poverty and persecution. They were willing to take the dangerous passage across the open ocean in a sailing ship and then face the hardship of establishing new colonies that grew to this country seeking a better life. A lot of the early colonists died within a year of arriving. The remaining people struggled on and others joined them. A lot of the follow on settlers saw our colonies and then country as the New Zion. We were viewed as the city on the hill and light of the world that people would flock to. Over the course of time and through a lot of refining struggle, our country has been greatly blessed by God to become the nation we are today. This morning we remember our country’s Independence Day as the birth of our republic and the focal point to reflect on the freedom we enjoy. While we will celebrate our Independence Day enjoying the blessing of family and friends, we should also remember that the freedom we enjoy must be founded on these “self evident truths, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” That line from the Declaration of Independence shows how the authors based our founding document not on human laws, but on universal laws which exist beyond time and beyond human contrivance. These laws were identified as the Laws of God and of Nature. These laws point all of our governing and political efforts to seeking the common good and working toward justice and equality for each and every person here in our country. Over time, we have made significant strides toward justice and equality, but we must be ever vigilant and open to change to ensure we are continuing our movement toward the perfecting of these two communal virtues. Seeking the virtues of justice and equality are our way of manifesting our commandments to love as Christ loves and to love our neighbor as ourselves. As we heard in this morning’s gospel reading, that love extends beyond what we would expect. We are called to love even our enemies. If we are to love to that depth and extreme, then we must also love all people in between. We need to work at loving social and economic outcasts, those who travel far and risk all seeking a better life, those who worship differently than we do, those who are incarcerated and on and on. And that love cannot be in word alone, but must be accompanied by action. So for this Independence Day remembrance instead of asking that God bless America, let’s thank God for having already blessed our country, and then ask for God’s guidance on how we can be a blessing to others. Amen. 


